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Excerpted from the Congregation  
Dorshei Tzedek newsletter. 

By Cindy Rivka Marshall

Several years ago, when our son was preparing 
to become a Bar Mitzvah, Kathy and I had 
some concerns about how our family and 
diverse extended family would be included in 
the service. Although Kathy did not grow up 
Jewish, and has not converted to Judaism, she 
has been fully involved in raising our children 
Jewish. We joined Dorshei Tzedek as a family, 
and Kathy has participated as a volunteer. She 
was often driving the Hebrew school carpool 
from our neighborhood, and she was often 
the parent in our family who held the line with 
our children, saying that “yes we felt that it was 
important that yes, they go to Hebrew school.”

When we met with Rabbi Toba, we learned 
that while Kathy could come up for an aliyah 
with me, because she was not Jewish, she 
could not recite the blessing before our son 
leyned (read) from the Torah. Kathy expressed 
that she wanted to be present in the ritual 
in some more significant way. That’s when 
Rabbi Toba came up with the wording in 
English that has been used at Dorshei Tzedek 
since that time, a blessing that is said along 
with the traditional Hebrew blessing.

This blessing allowed Kathy to not only stand 
there, but to lend her voice to the ritual on 
this significant occasion. We were happy with 
the wording “in loving relationship” because it 
captured what felt true, and acknowledged our 
family more fully.

Based on the current practice used by Rabbi Toba Spitzer of Congregation Dorshei Tzedek,  
with acknowledgement to Rabbi Brian Walt for his development of an earlier version.

Sample Torah Blessings  
for Interfaith Families
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Before the Reading  
of the Torah:

Parent of background or identity other 
than Judaism recites:  

“ Blessed is the Source of Life, who has 
brought me into loving relationship 
with the Jewish people and the Torah. 
Blessed is the Source of Torah.”

Jewish Parent recites the standard  
Hebrew blessing before the Torah reading.

After the Reading  
of the Torah:

Jewish Parent recites the standard  
Hebrew blessing after the Torah reading. 

Parent of background or identity other 
than Judaism recites:  

“ Bless us as one, Source of Life, by the 
light of your Presence and teaching.”


